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the next big one:

The Ebola outbreak in West Africa has made for sad, lurid 
headlines this year.  Last year, evoking quieter but no less 
serious concern, it was the MERS virus coming out of 
Saudi Arabia.  Before that, we heard about bird flu and 
West Nile and Hanta and SARS and a steady drumbeat 
of scary new viruses, emerging suddenly to cause misery, 
death, and in some cases epidemics of global concern.  
But emerging—from where?  These new viruses share 
one thing in common: They are all zoonoses, meaning 
animal infections that sometimes spill over into humans.  
In which animals do they live their secret lives?  Why do 
they sometimes cross into humans?  And what are the 
chances that the next one, or the one after, will cause 
a global pandemic?  David Quammen will draw on his 
award-winning 2012 book Spillover, and on events since, 
to explore the dynamics and the causes of this group of 
phenomena and their implications for the near future.

David Quammen is an author and journalist who 
writes mainly about field biology, ecology, evolution, 
and the yin-yang relationship between human history 
and landscape.  His twelve books include The Song of 
the Dodo, The Reluctant Mr. Darwin, Monster of God 
and, most recently, Spillover: Animal Infections and 
the Next Human Pandemic. Quammen is a three-
time recipient of the National Magazine Award and 
a Contributing Writer for National Geographic, for 
whom he travels often to wild, remote, and wondrous 
places such as the Russian Arctic, the Congo basin, the 
Sahara, the Kamchatka Peninsula, and Cody.  He has 
lived, for the past thirty years, in Bozeman.

For more information contact Bonnie Smith at: bonnies@centerofthewest.org or 307-578-4020
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